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· Wednesday 11 
August - B2B 
Splash and Dash 
lunch event 









· Monday 13 
September - Visit 
to Highgrove 













· Wednesday 15 
September - 
business breakfast 
with Dr Jeff Kenna 
'Energy Security 
and Your Pension' 









·  Saturday 2 
October - Alive & 
Kicking Business 
Show 









· Friday 3 December 
- Late Night 
Christmas 
Shopping in and 
around 
Malmesbury High 
Street 
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Great Western Enterprise House 
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Malmesbury School has recently decided 
that every student in Year 13 who has 
elected not to proceed to higher education 
should be given a mock interview to develop 
their saleability on the job market. 




The school is hoping that the Chamber of 
Commerce may be in a position to help them 
to arrange this. In short, would members of 
the Chamber be prepared to consider 
interviewing those young people? It is 
envisaged that this will be a day or two days 
at some point fairly early in the new 
academic year.  Lesley, our secretary, can 
forward your details if you can 
help. 
Contact details on back page. 
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In the next issue we would like to do a business 
feature on three members. The issue will be on 
the streets in October. Please send in your 
editorial and pictures.  How about a 
photographic competition - best of the summer? 
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Small Business Rate Relief                                      
July 2010 
(From someone who knows) 
 
We make, maintain, run and repair sports proto-type racing cars 
(like Le Mans cars but a bit smaller) and used to be next door to a 
man making gold teeth. Our turnovers were similar but our space 
requirements were vastly different so we paid a huge sum in 
Business Rates in comparison to our neighbour. 
 
Recently I was in the workshop of one of our local suppliers just 
outside Wootton Bassett and we were discussing the rates. I 
asked what he was paying and if he was claiming Small Business 
Rate Relief. He is an artisan and I’m in awe of his work but 
paperwork frightens him so he has a tendency to ignore it and no, 
he wasn’t claiming the relief. 
 
I made the application on his behalf and he has just received a 
refund of just under two thousand pounds, plus his rates are now 
over 40% cheaper going forward. 
 
There is an urgency to this. If you are not claiming the relief and 
you apply before September 1st they will refund the difference 
back to April 2007. After September you can only go back one 
year (I think). 
 
The relief is available to any business occupying a single 
premises with a rateable value under £12,000 (that’s not what you 
are paying but the value the council use). For those with an RV 
under £6,000 the relief is 50% and it decreases on a sliding scale 
up to the £12K maximum. My friend got about 40% off. 
 
Go to the Wiltshire Council web site www.wiltshire.gov.uk and 
keep clicking on business until you find the form. 
 
DO IT NOW 
 
Jonathan Loader 
Jrl72@btinternet.com 
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